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Introduction: 

Methods and technologies for distance learning 

are continually evolving. The problems rural Alas-

kans face in education and in the community are 

not theirs alone, but shared with rural communities 

all across the Arctic and worldwide. Thus, suc-

cessful technologies for education in Alaska 

should be considered as potential solutions for ed-

ucating more of the world’s rural and remote com-

munities. 

 

This handbook is intended to present some tech-

nologies that are currently available.  This will also 

serve as a means of highlighting successes and 

discussing various methods for using them in the 

classroom. 

 

The goal of this project is to provide information to 

educators and students in order to create the best 

learning environment possible for  distance educa-

tion in rural Alaska. Knowing what tools are availa-

ble and being comfortable using them, will allow 

stakeholders to meet this goal . Having a good 

knowledge of some of these technologies can also 

enhance existing courses or pave the way towards 

offering new courses.  

Handbook 
Goals    

 
       Gain a better under-
standing of technologies 
currently used for edu-
cation. 
 
       Experience new and 
innovative ways of using 
existing technology to 
enhance the distance 
classroom. 
 
       Experiment and 
practice with these tech-
nologies to become com-
fortable with using 
them. 

       Follow resource 
links to find other valua-
ble sources of ideas and 
information regarding 
distance education tech-
nologies. 
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Time Topic Tools 

9:30 – 9:45 Introduction Adam Kane 

9:45 – 10:00 The Synchronous Classroom 
Blackboard 
Collaborate 

10:00 – 10:15     

10:15 – 10:30 The Synchronous Classroom Google Hangout 

10:30 – 10:45     

10:45 – 11:00 Distance Lecture Youtube 

11:00 – 11:15 Distance Lecture Prezi 

11:15 – 11:30 Distance Lecture Wordpress 

11:30 – 12:00 Question and Answer 
Adam Kane and 
Chris Beks 

12:00 Closing   

1st Workshop Agenda        Friday, April 11, 2014 

Brooks Building                                                          Fairbanks, Alaska 
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2nd Workshop Agenda         Wednesday, April 16, 2014 

Online                                                                                      Worldwide 

Time Topic Tools 

9:30 – 9:45 Introduction Adam Kane 

9:45 – 10:00 Collaborative Work Google Drive 

10:00 – 10:15     

10:15 – 10:30 Social Media Facebook 

10:30 – 10:45  Experimenting With Technologies All Participants  

10:45 – 11:00   

11:00 – 11:15 Online Tech Support 
Atomic Learning, 
YouTube, gcflearnfree 

11:15 – 11:30    

11:30 – 12:00 Question and Answer 
Adam Kane 
  

 12:00 Closing   



 

 5 T e c h n o l o g i e s  t o  E n h a n c e  D i s t a n c e  E d u c a t i o n  

Why Are We Here? 

 

 When you think about the future of distance education what does it look 

like to you?  

 

 What are some of the key features that should be included?  

 

 Are we doing anything today that should be replaced? 

 

 Is it important to use new and innovative technologies for distance edu-

cation? 

 

 Are there reasons to be cautious when adopting new technologies? 
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Technologies for Distance Education 

Looking at the current state of distance education technologies and how we got here, we must think 

about what has worked and why. This is the reason the following technologies were chosen to be 

included in this handbook. They have been tested in classrooms with success (as seen in the re-

sources sections), and these technologies or some form of them will likely continue to be used in the 

future. 

Many of these technologies do have a learning curve. It’s important, however, to remember that in-

corporating even basic levels of use for many of these programs will enhance the learning environ-

ments in the distance education classroom. This can be seen when student cohorts are improved 

and new pathways opened for teacher-student and student-student feedback and assessment.  

Often when using new technologies for distance education, technical issues arise for both instruc-

tors and students. Knowing where to look for support is helpful, and that is a large part of what this 

handbook can be used for. The University of Alaska Fairbanks has extremely helpful staff at the Of-

fice of Information Technology (907-450-8300 or outside Fairbanks 1-800-478-8226). OIT staff 

can help troubleshoot many of the issues that might arise. There are a few technologies covered in 

this handbook that are not supported by OIT. Fortunately, online support forums are available. The 

internet has truly become our greatest resource library. In fact, for the vast ma-

jority of rural and remote students, it is often the only library they have immedi-

ate access to. UAF faculty, staff and students also have free access to the 

Atomic Learning (http://atomic.alaska.edu) online resource library. Atomic 

Learning is a large online library consisting of very short, specific and easy-to-find instructions for 

using many of the programs covered in this handbook and others that could be useful as well.  

In order for the distance classroom experience to go as smoothly, it is recommended to have all the 

necessary tools and software Plug-ins installed on your computer (and tested) ahead of class time. 

Instructors should encourage students to prepare their computers before the first day of class as 

well.  

http://atomic.alaska.edu
http://atomic.alaska.edu/
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What it is: 

Blackboard Collaborate (formerly Elluminate Live or 

eLive) is a program used to facilitate a synchronous online learning environment. The program is 

capable of simulating a classroom using a number of methods including video, audio, text and a 

smartboard. Collaborate is part of the Blackboard Learning Management System which incorpo-

rates many social networking, synchronous and asynchronous classroom features to provide the 

resources an instructor or student will need to participate in a distance learning class. Collaborate 

can be accessed via computers, mobile devices such as iPads and mobile phones as well as land-

line telephones via a built-in teleconference feature.  

 

Helpful tools: 

Headphone/Microphone headset, webcam, Java software Plug-in, and program launching applica-

tion for Mac users 

Access: 

The first time you try to access Collaborate, it is recommended you visit the University of Alaska 

Fairbanks, Office of Information Technology training page: http://www.alaska.edu/oit/services/

faculty-staff-training/resources/blackboard-collaborate/ .  Collaborate can be difficult for students to 

use for the first time. Because of this it is best to schedule and set up test sessions before the first 

actual class. This way the first class will not be delayed 

due to technical issues. 

To begin, follow the three steps on the training website. 

This will ensure that your computer is set up correctly to 

use Blackboard Collaborate. 

 Once you have verified that your computer is ready to 

use Collaborate, go to  Blackboard (classes.uaf.edu) 

and login with the same credentials used for your UA 

Webmail. 

http://www.alaska.edu/oit/services/faculty-staff-training/resources/blackboard-collaborate/
http://www.alaska.edu/oit/services/faculty-staff-training/resources/blackboard-collaborate/
http://classes.uaf.edu/
http://classes.uaf.edu/
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Select the class you will be teaching on the right side under My Courses. Students will access the 

session in much 

the same way, by 

clicking on the 

course they would 

like to attend. 

 

 

 

 

 

Once the course has loaded, choose Course Tools from the left-hand menu. After that choose 

Blackboard Collaborate from the menu. Students will see a link in the blue upper part of the left 

menu under tools. You should put a direct link to Collaborate in the blue menu as well by adding a 

tool link under the + menu at the top, or clicking  the 

dropdown arrow on the right of the Collaborate button. 
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From the three choices, click on the Create Session button.  

Give the session a name and set the start and end times. Add 

some extra time before and after the session to give students 

a chance to sign in and sign out after the class.  You can also 

set the date for this session, as well as repeating the session 

weekly throughout the semester. 

Choose the settings you would like 

from the other options as well. If you 

have questions about what the op-

tion means, there is a small infor-

mation button next to each option. 

 

Session Type will often be set to Course, unless you are running the ses-

sion with multiple classes at once.  

The Teleconference Options menu is where you can tie in an existing 

teleconference number. The teleconference will appear as a participant in 

the session and all telephone audio will be recorded along with those online.  

The Room Attributes menu is important for making sure the virtual classroom operates as you 

would like it to. 

Recording Mode allows you to choose 

whether the recording starts automatically 

with the session, manually or not at all.  

Simultaneous Talkers controls how many 

microphones can be active at once. It is rec-

ommended to leave this at 2 or 3 to allow 

for conversation while eliminating acci-

dentally unmuted microphones.  
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Max Cameras controls how many 

cameras are able to be used at once. 

Preload Content can be helpful for 

students with slower internet connec-

tions. When you attach PowerPoint 

presentations, videos, images, etc. 

they will begin loading on the students’ 

computer as soon as they log in.  

More information about setting up a Collaborate session can be found here: http://

library.blackboard.com/ref/3c5e63f9-3950-444f-85f3-1b0d759f084d/index.htm 

Now that the session has been created you can share the link (found in the green bar at the top of 

the screen) with students.  

When you are ready to join the session, click on the 

link. You might have multiple links available if you 

have multiple classes or if you set up all of the 

course’s sessions ahead of time for the semester. 

Now click on the 

Launch Room button. 

If you have a Mac computer, you will probably need to first download 

the Collaborate Launcher for Mac if this is the first time you’ve ac-

cessed Collaborate with this computer. Follow the link for more infor-

mation (www.blackboard.com/docs/documentation.htm?

DocID=630001PDF). 

To launch Collaborate, the computer will 

download a small join.jnlp file. Java is need-

ed to open this. If Java is installed properly, 

you can press OK and the program should 

launch on its own. If there are issues, check 

to make sure Java is installed and running 

correctly or call OIT (907) 450-8300 or 1-800-

478-8226. 

http://library.blackboard.com/ref/3c5e63f9-3950-444f-85f3-1b0d759f084d/index.htm
http://library.blackboard.com/ref/3c5e63f9-3950-444f-85f3-1b0d759f084d/index.htm
http://www.blackboard.com/docs/documentation.htm?DocID=630001PDF
http://www.blackboard.com/docs/documentation.htm?DocID=630001PDF
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Blackboard Collaborate has many features that are used to simulate an actual classroom. These 

features allow the flow of knowledge in multiple directions, thus enhancing the distance classroom. 

You can communicate  with the class as a whole, or to one student individually. Students can con-

verse with each other or everyone in the session. Multiple students can be granted moderator per-

missions to manipulate the information presented to the class. 

The different features of Collaborate include: 

1. Text chat window. This is where students and instructors can chat with each other or the class 

as a whole. In the Room Attributes menu (when setting up the session), you can choose to 

“supervise chats,” which allows you to view all chats that take place. This includes those held pri-

vately between students. The chat function is very useful for students to ask questions during a 

lecture without disrupting the speaker. It also allows students with limited bandwidth to participate 

in the discussion without broadcasting via a microphone.  

2. Participants list. There are many functions associated with this window including the ability for 

you to turn on and off microphones and cameras of students as well as giving permissions to 

write on the whiteboard or share documents. The participant list is also a very quick and easy 

way of assessing who is in the class, as opposed to the lengthy roll call used in audio conference 
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classes. The ability to easily mute all microphones also ensures there are will not be feedback or 

background noise disrupting the class. 

3. Audio & Video. This window easily enables you and students to broadcast from webcameras 

and microphones to the rest of the class. It also functions as a volume controller for both the 

speakers and microphone  connected to that computer. 

4. These three buttons allow you and students to easily shift between three Collaborate functions, 

the Whiteboard, Shared Applications, and an Internet Browser. These three functions allow 

you and students to share virtually anything available online, on a computer or  anything that can 

be drawn or posted on the whiteboard. The combination of multiple media, along with audio and 

video helps keep students attention. Providing different methods of information can be beneficial 

to students with some forms of learning disabilities. This includes those students with ADD or 

ADHD, who may be distracted by other outside things during audio-only lectures. 

5. The Load Content button facilitates the loading of images, movies, audio files and presentations 

into the Collaborate session. Pressing the button will open a prompt window which allows you to 

choose the document you’d like to present. The Record button begins and ends recording of the 

session to afford absent students the opportunity to view the class at a later time.  

6. The Whiteboard. This is the main focal area of the classroom. Permissions to manipulate the 

whiteboard can be granted to all students or none, which can allow for the open, real–time, col-

laborative editing or creation of a document, image or file. There are a variety of tools (on the left 

of the whiteboard) available to manipulate the board including a text editor, a marker, multiple 

shape drawing tools, a line drawing tool, a point of interest tool, and a screenshot tool. Everything 

put onto the whiteboard (including PowerPoint slides) is saved in the recording as well. 

 

Drawbacks to using Collaborate in Alaska: 

Despite its many features, Blackboard Collaborate is not always internet bandwidth intensive. Cer-

tain features require better internet connections, including video and screen sharing. The video can 

be turned off completely or it can be turned down to low resolution black and white to minimize the 

bandwidth requirements,   

Besides the need for internet, Collaborate users must also have decent computing devices, which 

can be a computer or a mobile phone or tablet. The computing device must have Java installed or 
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have a launcher program to open the session.  

Collaborate also requires a basic knowledge of how to use the computer. Access to good computers 

and reliable internet is inconsistent in many of Alaska’s rural communities. This does not mean that it 

is impossible to use this program for distance learning in Alaska. The integrated teleconference 

bridge is  one method students without computers or internet can use to participate. Rural campuses 

of the University of Alaska Fairbanks have been successfully teaching many students in rural com-

munities for years using Collaborate (or eLive). 

 

Online Resources: 

 

http://iteachu.uaf.edu/grow-skills/synchronous-tools/blackboard-collaborate/ 

https://www.blackboard.com/CMSPages/GetFile.aspx?guid=b205ca00-73ac-4541-95a5-

925e250bb4b3 

http://oia.arizona.edu/sites/default/files/Using_-Best_Practices.pdf 

 

Support: 

http://www.blackboard.com/Platforms/Collaborate/Support/Support-for-Blackboard-Collaborate.aspx 

http://www.alaska.edu/oit/services/lms/ 

http://www.alaska.edu/oit/services/faculty-staff-training/resources/blackboard-collaborate/ 

http://support.blackboardcollaborate.com/ics/support/default.asp?deptID=8336 

 

 

 

http://iteachu.uaf.edu/grow-skills/synchronous-tools/blackboard-collaborate/
https://www.blackboard.com/CMSPages/GetFile.aspx?guid=b205ca00-73ac-4541-95a5-925e250bb4b3
https://www.blackboard.com/CMSPages/GetFile.aspx?guid=b205ca00-73ac-4541-95a5-925e250bb4b3
http://oia.arizona.edu/sites/default/files/Using_-Best_Practices.pdf
http://www.blackboard.com/Platforms/Collaborate/Support/Support-for-Blackboard-Collaborate.aspx
http://www.alaska.edu/oit/services/lms/
http://www.alaska.edu/oit/services/faculty-staff-training/resources/blackboard-collaborate/
http://support.blackboardcollaborate.com/ics/support/default.asp?deptID=8336
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What it is: 

Google Hangouts is an web-based program 

that can be used for a number of purposes; 

however, its primary function is to provide user

-friendly video/audio meetings with less than 15 people. This program can improve quality of educa-

tion provided in distance classes through the use of video and screen sharing as a means of imme-

diate feedback, similar to being in a real classroom. Google Hangout also allows for real-time 

screen sharing, and text chatting. Google Hangout is closely linked to Google’s social media system 

Google+ and Google Calendar. Hangouts can be accessed via computers and mobile devices in-

cluding tablets, iPads and some mobile phones. 

 

Helpful tools: 

Headphone/Microphone headset, webcam, Google Talk software Plug-in or app 

 

Access: 

Google Hangouts can be accessed 

directly through your UA Webmail 

account or your Google+ account (if 

you have set one up). To use 

Google Hangout it is important to 

have a microphone connected to the 

computer. A webcam can also be 

helpful but is not completely neces-

sary. The Google Talk plugin or app 

software must be installed as well, otherwise the program will not work. If you do not already have 

Hangout installed on your computer, the Plug-in can be found at http://www.google.com/tools/

dlpage/hangoutplugin.   

http://www.google.com/tools/dlpage/hangoutplugin
http://www.google.com/tools/dlpage/hangoutplugin
http://hangouts.google.com/
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If the old version of Hangouts is already installed, you will need to update it by clicking on the Try 

the new Hangouts button in the dropdown menu. 

Once your screen reloads, the new version of 

Hangouts will be available.  

To use Hangouts for a class it is helpful to schedule 

the class first in your Google Calendar. Calendar 

can be opened by clicking on the grid menu in the 

upper right corner of your UA Webmail. 

Click on the date and time to create a new 

event. After naming the event press Create 

Event. Once created, click on the event to edit 

its properties. 

Edit the settings for the correct dates and times you 

plan to hold the class, this can be repeated for the 

entire semester. It’s a good idea to add some addi-

tional time before and after the scheduled class to 

allow time for students to log on and ask questions 

after the session.  

Invite students by typing 

 in their email addresses in the 

Add box on the right. Set up 

the hangouts session by click-

ing on the Add Video Call on 

the right, this will give you the 

link to the Hangout. You can 

choose for Google Calendar 

to email invitations for the 

Hangout or you can copy the 
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Once the Hangout is open you will see everyone else who is logged into in your session (3). 

Through the left menu (1) Google Hangouts has many options that can be used for a variety of 

purposes. Additional Apps can also be installed to enable different features including the follow-

ing: incorporating telephone conference calls, text chat, a screen share and screenshot functions, 

a remote desktop controller (allows one user to access and manipulate another user’s computer 

directly via Hangout), and even a few comical special effects.  

In the upper menu (2), users have options to control what they are broadcasting and additional 

settings. These features include a button to invite guests and other students, microphone mute/

unmute, webcam on/off, volume control, settings (camera and 

microphone setup), and the Leave Call button (hang up). 

In the lower right (3) you can view who else is in the Hangout 

with you. Clicking on the upper right corner of a user’s image will 

allow you to mute and unmute individual users. It also allows you 

to view each user’s Google+ profile if one has been created.  

Google Hangouts is currently capable of hosting 15 simultane-

ous active guests. Additional guests can view but not participate 

in the session. Sessions can be recorded and broadcast live 

over YouTube and Google+ by using Google Hangouts On Air https://www.google.com/+/

learnmore/hangouts/onair.html 

 

https://www.google.com/+/learnmore/hangouts/onair.html
https://www.google.com/+/learnmore/hangouts/onair.html
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Drawbacks to using Hangouts in Alaska: 

One of the biggest drawbacks to using hangouts in Alaska is the internet bandwidth required for a 

good video conference. It is not an unreasonable amount, however, and many rural communities 

currently have the necessary infrastructure in place. The bandwidth issue can be mitigated by the 

use of avatars (a still image or graphical representation of a person) in lieu of a student having to 

broadcast video.  

Another issue that has arisen in the classroom is the current limit of 15 people in a Hangouts ses-

sion. Google Hangouts On Air is a web-casted Hangouts session available for viewing on YouTube. 

This can be used for presentations in which more than 15 people are watching. Hangouts On Air 

does not allow for audience participation. 

Students must also have the ability to install the Google Talk plugin or the Hangouts app on the 

computing or mobile device they use for class. If they are using a work or business computer, this 

could be difficult.  

 

Online Resources: 

http://www.jeremyfloyd.com/2013/05/how-to-use-google-hangouts-in-higher-education-distance-

learning-with-social-media/ 

http://dlccc.wordpress.com/google-hangouts-for-distance-learning/ 

http://elearning.uaf.edu/wordpress-getting-started/ 

https://www.openforum.com/articles/how-to-do-google-hangouts/ 

http://www.copyblogger.com/google-hangout-content/ 

 

Support: 

https://support.google.com/hangouts/?hl=en#topic=2944848 

https://productforums.google.com/forum/#!forum/hangouts 

http://www.jeremyfloyd.com/2013/05/how-to-use-google-hangouts-in-higher-education-distance-learning-with-social-media/
http://www.jeremyfloyd.com/2013/05/how-to-use-google-hangouts-in-higher-education-distance-learning-with-social-media/
http://dlccc.wordpress.com/google-hangouts-for-distance-learning/
http://elearning.uaf.edu/wordpress-getting-started/
https://www.openforum.com/articles/how-to-do-google-hangouts/
http://www.copyblogger.com/google-hangout-content/
https://support.google.com/hangouts/?hl=en#topic=2944848
https://productforums.google.com/forum/#!forum/hangouts
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What it is: 

YouTube is an online library for videos. This website al-

lows users to upload videos as well as view other peo-

ple’s videos. There is also a video editor incorporated into the website. YouTube can be used in 

conjunction with Google Hangouts On Air, which is similar to a regular Google Hangouts session 

except that it is broadcast in real time over YouTube. This allows an unlimited global audience to 

be able to watch it without having to first sign into a Google account. 

 

 

Helpful tools: 

Webcam or video capable camera, speakers, Adobe Flash software Plug-in 

 

 

 

Access: 

YouTube is possibly the most universally accessible method of distance lecture. It is true that it 

can be difficult to view YouTube videos in many rural Alaskan communities because of low band-

width internet or lack of computer/internet accessibility; however, with recent upgrades to internet 

infrastructure statewide most of the state should have high-speed access within the next year. 

Though internet-connected computers might still be relatively inaccessible, mobile smart phones 

have become more prevalent in rural communities, and many new smart phones are capable of 

viewing of YouTube videos. YouTube videos are not interactive; however, viewers can use a vari-

ety of media to interact with the instructor and other students. Many videos are already available 

online covering an extremely wide range of topics.  Viewing a YouTube video is simple (as long as 

the internet connection is reliable enough and the Adobe Flash plugin is installed). Just visit 

youtube.com. 

youtube.com
atomic.alaska.edu
http://youtube.com/
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To search for a YouTube video or about a topic, type your query into the search bar (1) and click 

on the magnifying glass icon.  

Searches can be sorted by pressing the Filters button (2). Some of the filters include upload date, 

type, and relevance. 

The results of your search will be displayed in the center row (3). Each small thumbnail image indi-

cates a video that has been uploaded to YouTube and the associated descriptions include 

username of uploader, length of time since upload, total number of views, as well as a short ex-

cerpt from the video description. The length of the video is also shown in a small black box on the 

lower right corner of the thumbnail image.  

To use YouTube for the classroom, you must Login (4). If you do not already have one, an account 

will have to be created or linked to your UA Webmail account (YouTube can easily be linked to any 

Google accounts). 

The menu on the left (5) gives users a way to watch videos grouped by topics rather than by 

searching for specific videos.  
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Once you are logged in, you can press the image in the upper right corner (1) to open the menu 

area.   

At this time, you should make sure you are using the correct account. If you have a Gmail account, 

a UA Webmail account or other Google accounts, YouTube might log you in to the wrong one. This 

can be changed by pressing the switch account button in the Google Account menu.  

When you have a video you are ready to share, you can begin by uploading it. YouTube will accept 

almost any format video. The process begins by pressing the upload button (5). We will cover the 

creating, uploading, and editing more in depth later.  

After a video has been uploaded, the user can see it by clicking the Video Manager button in the 

YouTube menu (3). The video manager will open in the center of the screen (2) and show all the 

videos that you have uploaded through this account. The videos can be edited by pressing the edit 

button to the right of the thumbnail image. Quick edits can be made by pressing the down arrow to 

the right of the edit button.  

Video properties and statistics can be seen on the right column menu (4). This includes infor-

mation about whether or not the video is being shared with the public and when the video was up-

loaded. Information is also given as to how many views, comments, likes and dislikes it has gener-

ated.  
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Creating video content can be as easy as making a recording with the built in camera on a mobile 

phone, or as difficult as making a full-length feature film with computer graphics. The following are 

some things to think about before making a video:  

1. Have an idea of what you want to present. Think logistically about how you will film it and how 

you want it to appear. Will there be voiceovers, or will you use the actual audio? Will you have 

multiple “takes” or one long take? Is there enough lighting in the location? How long will your 

video be and do you have enough memory in the camera to complete the video?  

2. Use the best camera you can find. Often, the newest mobile phones have very capable video 

cameras; however, they generally feature less adequate resolution,  image stabilization or 

zooming in and out than a stand-alone camera. You should also learn how to remove the video 

from the camera and put it onto a computer if you plan to edit it.  This is less necessary today 

as many mobile phones are becoming capable of recording, basic editing and uploading video.  

3. Become comfortable with editing video. This task can be difficult; however, it is not impossible 

and there are many free and paid programs available. Editing the video can include cutting off 

the beginning and ending. This is helpful if there is a lot of camera movement (especially if you 

are filming yourself). Editing can also include adding captions, titles, connecting different clips 

into one video, etc.   YouTube also has a very good built-in video editor that can add titles, con-

nect clips as well as adding audio and effects. 

To upload a video, press the Upload Button at the top of the screen next to the search box. This 

will open the upload screen. You can open a saved file, record directly from a webcam, create a 

slideshow, broadcast an 

On Air Hangout or edit a 

video. 
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If you choose to upload an existing video it could take some time depending on the size of the vid-

eo, which is based on the length and quality of it. The upload time will also depend on the internet 

connection. Some internet connections (generally satellite connections, i.e. Hughsnet, Starband, 

Dishnetwork, etc.) have decent 

download speeds but poor up-

load speeds. 

After the video is uploaded, 

you will be able to add a Title, 

Description and  Tags (key 

words used to improve search-

es).  

You can also change whether 

the video is viewable to the 

public, unlisted (not searcha-

ble) or private (only shareable 

with a link). 

There is an Advanced Set-

tings mode which can be accessed by clicking the button above the title bar. 

Advanced settings include controls to turn commenting on and off, allowing the ability for viewers to 

embed your video elsewhere and the ability to change licensing to Creative Commons, an open 

shareable license. 

Now that the video has been 

uploaded, you can begin editing 

it with the YouTube online Vid-

eo Editor. To do this, press the 

Upload button in the top right 

corner of the window. Click on 

the Video Editor button on the 

right side menu. 
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The Video Editor function has many features that will allow you to make a video more informative 

and useful for education than an unedited video. The first step is to title your project (4). 

To edit a video, first choose what you would like to include in it (video, audio, still image, etc.) from 

the menu (3). Selecting the camera icon will show you available clips from your uploaded videos 

(1) or you could search YouTube for other videos in the Search Videos bar found just above the 

video clips. To choose the video, follow the written directions in the editing bar (2) using a click 

and hold, drag the video from the menu (1) down to the editing bar (2).  

When a video is put in the 

editing bar, a new screen 

opens which allows that indi-

vidual clip to be manipulat-

ed (5 & 6) including length, 

speed (i.e. slow motion), 

brightness, color effects, fil-

ters, text, or audio volume. 

To return to the main editing 

screen press the X button 

in the upper right of the box. 
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Back in the Video Editor we will 

look at the menu above the vid-

eo clips (3). Here you will find 

buttons to find video, Creative 

Commons videos (freely sharea-

ble), images, audio, transitions 

and text. 

There are many ways to use 

these features together to make a 

video. In order to insert content 

from any of these menus into the final video, you must click, hold and drag to the editing bar below. 

You can place them exactly where you want them, or if you don’t like their placement, you can erase 

or move them.  

 

After all edits are made, 

clips, audio and text is in-

serted, you can finish the 

video by clicking the Pub-

lish button in the upper 

right of the editing win-

dow. 

 

You now must wait for YouTube to process the edits. This 

may take a long time depending on the length and quality 

of the video clips. When it is complete it will be put into 

your video library and given an address so that it can be 

shared with others or embedded in a website, blog or so-

cial networking site.   

The video edited for this document can be found here: 

http://youtu.be/bvLNV0QT7-M 

http://youtu.be/bvLNV0QT7-M
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Drawbacks to using YouTube in Alaska: 

One of the major drawbacks to using YouTube in Alaska is the amount of internet da-

ta used when watching online videos. This is especially a problem in rural Alaska 

where the data downloading (and uploading) limits are considerably lower than in ur-

ban Alaska and elsewhere in the country. Students who exceed these limits (if their 

internet service provider allows them to) often have to pay expensive overage charg-

es or face significantly reduced internet speeds. 

 

Online Resources: 

http://edtechreview.in/news/611-tips-for-teachers-youtube-in-classroom 

http://blogs.kqed.org/mindshift/2011/09/five-reasons-why-youtube-rocks-the-classroom/ 

http://www.edutopia.org/youtube-teaching-video 

http://www.edutopia.org/youtube-educational-videos-classroom 

http://www.makeuseof.com/pages/using-youtube-from-consumption-to-production 

http://learnitin5.com/How-to-use-Youtube-in-the-Classroom 

http://www.edudemic.com/youtube-in-classroom/ 

http://youtubeintheclassroom.weebly.com/guiding-principles.html 

http://www.edudemic.com/youtube-in-classroom/ 

 

Support: 

https://productforums.google.com/forum/#!forum/youtube 

https://support.google.com/youtube/?hl=en#topic=4489102 

 

http://edtechreview.in/news/611-tips-for-teachers-youtube-in-classroom
http://blogs.kqed.org/mindshift/2011/09/five-reasons-why-youtube-rocks-the-classroom/
http://www.edutopia.org/youtube-teaching-video
http://www.edutopia.org/youtube-educational-videos-classroom
http://www.makeuseof.com/pages/using-youtube-from-consumption-to-production
http://learnitin5.com/How-to-use-Youtube-in-the-Classroom
http://www.edudemic.com/youtube-in-classroom/
http://youtubeintheclassroom.weebly.com/guiding-principles.html
http://www.edudemic.com/youtube-in-classroom/
https://productforums.google.com/forum/#!forum/youtube
https://support.google.com/youtube/?hl=en#topic=4489102
atomic.alaska.edu
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What it is: 

Prezi is an online program for making presentations 

(think PowerPoint) or telling stories. The format is very 

basic, in which the designer lays out text, images, video and audio on a virtual canvas. The design-

er then directs the path of the viewer between each item, like the director of a short video.  Recent-

ly Prezi has developed a collaborative tool which allows multiple users to edit the same presenta-

tion simultaneously. 

Helpful tools: 

Microphone, Adobe Flash plugin 

 

Access: 

Prezi, like many web-based utilities, requires an account to be used. It is important when setting up 

a Prezi account to use your @Alaska.edu email address, because doing so will allow you to regis-

ter with an educational account, which is free and includes 500 MB of storage (as opposed to the 

normal 100 MB), and enables private presentations so that they can be shared only with your stu-

dents. 

Once an ac- count has 

been set up, you can begin 

creating a Prezi by clicking on 

New Prezi. 

 

atomic.alaska.edu
http://prezi.com/
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Prezi is a virtual canvas on which you can put a number of different forms of media to tell a story. 

You must first start by choosing a background, also called a template (blank is also a choice). 

It can be intimidating to start with a blank canvas, so it might be helpful to explore other Prezi be-

fore beginning yours. The example used in this manual can be found here: http://prezi.com/4twe0-

ybpttq/? 

 

When a template has been chosen, the 

Prezi editing window will open. The tem-

plate will give your presentation a back-

ground as well as fonts and prepositioned 

paths. This can be very helpful for a begin-

ning user. Templates can still be custom-

ized.  

 

 

http://prezi.com/4twe0-ybpttq/?utm_campaign=share&utm_medium=copy&rc=ex0share
http://prezi.com/4twe0-ybpttq/?utm_campaign=share&utm_medium=copy&rc=ex0share
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Prezi is not necessarily as user friendly as slide-based presentation software, such as PowerPoint; 

however, it is very effective at telling a story in a different way.  

To begin a presentation, text can be added by clicking anywhere on the canvas (6). Images  can 

be placed on the canvas by pressing the insert button in the upper menu (4). 

Once an image or video has been placed on the 

canvas you can manipulate it by clicking on it to 

bring up an editing menu. The photo editor can 

add effects, frames or enhance a picture. Images 

can also be cropped, replaced or deleted with the 

upper menu. The center menu can enlarge or shrink an image as well as move it. When you are 

satisfied with the placement and size of an image you can move on to the next one. 

After editing the individual pic-

ture, it is easy to zoom in or out 

of the canvas with the + and - 

buttons found on the far right 

menu (5) which appears when 

you move the pointer over it. The 

small icon of a house (5) will 

zoom out of the canvas to its 

maximum size.  

When all of the of the images are 

laid out in the left menu (1), you 

can begin to create the storyline 

by adding additional frames and directing which way they are displayed in the presentation. This is 

done by pressing the Edit Path (2). You can view the presentation at any time by pressing the pre-

sent button (3). 

If you would like to display more than just the image, you can press the Add Current View button 

at the bottom of the Edit Path menu on the right. 
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The path can be changed by clicking and dragging the slides up or down in the list on the right. An 

image can also be manipulated in the animation menu which appears next to the image with the 

icon of a small star. The animation menu allows you to fade images in and out in a specific order. 

This can be used to show overlapped images. Without this, all of the images would appear at once 

(thus the top images would block out those underneath) during a presentation.  

When you are finished editing the path, press the Done button in the upper right corner. After the 

images are in place, you can add audio to make a lecture complete. You can use the built in audio 

recorder on your computer or mobile device (or use a song or other audio material) to record a 

comment for each path. Be sure to save that audio somewhere you will remember.  Audio can be 

inserted by clicking on one slide (or path) from the right-hand list. When the editor moves to that 

image, click the insert menu on top and choose Add Voice-Over to Path Step #.   

When you are satisfied with the layout, paths and audio (or at anytime during the creation of it) you 

can view your presentation by clicking Present in the upper left corner. When the presentation is 

finished, you can press the Exit button in the upper right, or share it directly with the Share button.  
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For the final presentation you can add a title and description by clicking in text below the Prezi. 

Comments can be left on presentations, this forum style discussion could be used for class. Dis-

cussions could take place entirely through commenting or later in a scheduled class.  

Other options in the presentation menu 

below the Prezi include Editing and 

Presenting remotely. Pressing the 

Presenting remotely button will give 

you a link that can be shared with a 

class. As many as 30 people can at-

tend a remote presentation simultane-

ously.  Those invited to the presenta-

tion do not need to have a Prezi ac-

count to participate.  

The presentation menu also allows you 

to download the presentation to your 

computer so that you can present it at a 

later time, or in a place without an inter-

net connection. This is helpful for pre-

senting at a conference where you might be unsure of the internet availability. In the menu you can 

also Save a copy, Share and Embed the presentation. The share feature allows you to post it to 

various social networking sites or via email. The embed feature allows you to permanently embed 

the presentation into a different website such as a class or department website, blog or social me-

dia page. 

The final presentation should play all the way through with voice-overs by pressing the play button 

on the lower left corner of the Prezi. You can also go through it step by step by pressing the for-

ward and reverse arrows. Viewers can also use the pan and zoom features to explore each item 

presented. The square-shaped button in the lower right of the Prezi enables you to view it in full-

screen mode. You can exit this mode by pressing the Esc key. 
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Drawbacks to using Prezi in Alaska: 

Prezi, like many of the other applications listed in this handbook, requires an updated computing de-

vice as well as a reliable internet connection. A Prezi can be downloaded and shared with some 

form of physical memory DVD, Flash Drive, CD, etc., though they typically are large files.  Even with 

a reliable internet connection, a Prezi can take some time to load and is best left for students to view 

as homework or additional lecture outside of class.  

 

Online Resources: 

https://sites.google.com/a/isu.edu/prezi-training/how-to-use-prezi-in-the-classroom 

http://distance.fsu.edu/instructors/using-powerpoint-and-other-slideshow-tools 

Instant Prezi for Education How -To on Google Books 

Prezi for Dummies on Google Books 

Instant Prezi Starter on Google Books 

 

Support: 

https://prezi.com/support/ 

https://prezi.zendesk.com/forums 

http://skillsnack.weebly.com/support-for-prezi.html 

http://skillsnack.weebly.com/uploads/8/7/3/5/8735057/prezi_handout.pdf 

https://sites.google.com/a/isu.edu/prezi-training/how-to-use-prezi-in-the-classroom
http://distance.fsu.edu/instructors/using-powerpoint-and-other-slideshow-tools
http://books.google.com/books?id=SUFZ1bCDpBoC&pg=PT24&lpg=PT23&ots=gh0DcARabY&focus=viewport&dq=prezi+support#v=onepage&q=prezi%20support&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?id=mkdshtjQQvoC&pg=PT46&lpg=PT46&dq=prezi+support&source=bl&ots=KLzCM2X3Hn&sig=pO0_i__eBUJi4V1rvI0GFSOcvj8&hl=en&sa=X&ei=kd0KU_eHDI6JogTUsYHYBA&ved=0CFQQ6AEwAzhQ#v=onepage&q=prezi%20support&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?id=mkdshtjQQvoC&pg=PT46&lpg=PT46&dq=prezi+support&source=bl&ots=KLzCM2X3Hn&sig=pO0_i__eBUJi4V1rvI0GFSOcvj8&hl=en&sa=X&ei=kd0KU_eHDI6JogTUsYHYBA&ved=0CFQQ6AEwAzhQ#v=onepage&q=prezi%20support&f=false
https://prezi.com/support/
https://prezi.zendesk.com/forums
http://skillsnack.weebly.com/support-for-prezi.html
http://skillsnack.weebly.com/uploads/8/7/3/5/8735057/prezi_handout.pdf
atomic.alaska.edu
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What it is: 

Wordpress is a Content Management System (CMS) program that facilitates the creation of a web-

site. Different forms of media can be uploaded through it and presented through a variety of ways. 

It can be used in many different fashions; however, it is frequently used for blogging or presenting 

content chronologically on a website. In 2014, Wordpress was found to be 

used on more than 60 million websites which accounts for more than 21% 

of all websites.  

Helpful tools: 

Wordpress requires only a device capable of connecting to the internet.  

Access: 

Getting a Wordpress site set up is often the most difficult part 

of using the program. Once it’s operational, it is very easy to 

maintain and expand.  To start a free Wordpress site visit word-

press.com (as opposed to wordpress.org which is for those 

who wish to host and maintain their own sites).  

Click on the Get Started button and fill out 

the required information. Pay attention to 

the username and the Blog address, since 

these will be your identity and your loca-

tion online. Scroll down  the page and for 

this situation, choose Wordpress Begin-

ner (free) and then press Create Blog. 

Follow the directed steps to setting up the 

blog. 

atomic.alaska.edu
http://wordpress.com/
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Choose a Theme. There are many free and paid themes. Themes are available in a variety of 

styles, those which look like news, business or entertainment sites or text/photo blogs, etc. A 

theme can help you visually describe your blog or web-

site. 

After going through the steps you will be directed to start 

your first blog. You can do this with any number of me-

dia including text, photo, video, quotes or hyperlink. 

 

In a classroom setting, the first blog 

could be a welcome note for students. It 

could also contain a link to a syllabus, 

course reading materials, helpful videos, 

etc.  

 

 

It might be helpful to look through 

other Wordpress sites before creat-

ing your own.  You can find some 

good examples here: 40 great exam-

ples of WordPress websites or  here 

Wordpress.org Showcase 

http://www.creativebloq.com/web-design/examples-wordpress-11121165
http://www.creativebloq.com/web-design/examples-wordpress-11121165
https://wordpress.org/showcase/
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Your Wordpress blog is now set up. You can now begin updating and sharing it with others. The 

most important and most frequently used feature in Wordpress is the Dashboard. This can be ac-

cessed by pressing the Dashboard button in the middle of the page. To access the Dashboard in 

the future, click on the small icon image in the upper right corner and choose your blog, usually the 

first option in the menu with the Wordpress logo next to it. 
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In the Dashboard screen of your Wordpress blog/website you have controls to change, edit, re-

move or manipulate anything seen by visitors to your page. There are many options in the left 

menu (1) and we will discuss some here; more information about others can be found online. One 

of the best aspects of using Wordpress is the user-generated support forums that are available 

online.  Because Wordpress is the most widely used Content Management System by novice and 

experienced computer users, answers to almost every question you might have regarding Word-

press are available in support forums (http://en.support.wordpress.com/). 

The At a Glance menu (2) shows you how 

many pages and posts you have made, as 

well as how much storage space you’ve 

used and how much is left. If you use Word-

press.org and host your own site or pay for 

the premium version of Wordpress you can 

get more storage space.  

The Quick Draft feature (3) is excellent for 

making very quick blog drafts. Typing in a 
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title and information, then pressing the Save Draft button saves the note to your Posts menu for 

future publication.  

Looking again at the left menu, you will see that after clicking on an option (such as Dashboard) 

the menu will expand underneath with more options and the main screen will change as well. If you 

hover your mouse over an option (as seen on Posts) the 

menu screen should temporarily expand to show you 

the other options in that section. 

The Posts menu gives users the option to view all or 

add a new post to an existing page. While the descrip-

tion of this could get confusing, after exploring other 

Wordpress blogs, it should begin to make sense. You 

can also tag your entries to make them more easily 

searchable on your website. 

The Media menu is the best place to upload all forms of 

media, images, video, audio, etc., to be used in your 

posts. 

The Pages menu will allow you to add a new page in 

which you can insert new posts.  

You might go to the Comments menu after you’ve post-

ed and shared content to your website. Students and 

instructors can have a discussion about the assignment 

or lecture in the comments section of apost. You might 

have to approve comments before they appear on the 

website. This prevents spam and malicious comments 

from being seen by the public. 

The Appearance menu is where you can tweak the way the website works for visitors. This in-

cludes the ability to change the theme, customize the existing theme, add menu links for easier 

navigation, add a background and making the site more mobile friendly. More information about 

the Dashboard menu can be found in the support forums (http://en.support.wordpress.com/) 
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Drawbacks to using Wordpress in Alaska: 

There are few drawbacks to using Wordpress in Alaska. Wordpress has very simple visual editing 

tools as well as a slightly more difficult text editor. Wordpress can be heavily internet intensive, if 

many forms of media are included on a page.  It can also be less intensive if the page is minimal - 

primarily consisting of text.  The most difficult part of using Wordpress is the initial setup. This diffi-

culty could be mitigated if you have a template or specific instructions for a student, so they don’t 

have to attempt it on their own.  

 

Online Resources: 

http://at.blogs.wm.edu/using-wordpress-in-your-class-for-student-writing-and-web-sites/ 

http://premium.wpmudev.org/blog/wordpress-as-a-learning-management-system-move-over-

blackboard/ 

http://www.ehow.com/how_7886334_use-wordpress-distance-learning.html 

http://wplift.com/how-to-use-wordpress-as-an-lms-for-an-online-learning-website 

 

Support: 

http://wordpress.org/support/ 

http://en.forums.wordpress.com/ 

https://premium.wpmudev.org/support/ 

http://iteachu.uaf.edu/grow-skills/blogs/blogs-using-wordpress/ 

http://elearning.uaf.edu/teaching-tip-community-supporting-your-course-via-a-wordpress-site/ 

http://at.blogs.wm.edu/using-wordpress-in-your-class-for-student-writing-and-web-sites/
http://premium.wpmudev.org/blog/wordpress-as-a-learning-management-system-move-over-blackboard/
http://premium.wpmudev.org/blog/wordpress-as-a-learning-management-system-move-over-blackboard/
http://www.ehow.com/how_7886334_use-wordpress-distance-learning.html
http://wplift.com/how-to-use-wordpress-as-an-lms-for-an-online-learning-website
http://wordpress.org/support/
http://en.forums.wordpress.com/
https://premium.wpmudev.org/support/
http://iteachu.uaf.edu/grow-skills/blogs/blogs-using-wordpress/
http://elearning.uaf.edu/teaching-tip-community-supporting-your-course-via-a-wordpress-site/
atomic.alaska.edu
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What it is: 

Google Drive is a cloud-based data storage 

utility with a number of workplace programs in-

corporated, including a word processor, presentation maker, database, and more. Cloud-based 

means that data is stored in a way that makes it accessible via virtually any internet connection. 

The universal accessibility of data stored in the cloud also allows it to be accessed and, in the case 

of Google Drive, edited simultaneously by multiple users. Data can be easily uploaded and down-

loaded as well.  

 

Helpful tools: 

A Google account (UA Webmail will work) 

 

Access: 

To access Google Drive it is best to use an existing Google account, which includes your UA Web-

mail account. The quickest way to get into Google Drive is by clicking on the icon in the dropdown 

menu in your email, or going directly to http://drive.google.com. 

http://drive.google.com
atomic.alaska.edu
http://drive.google.com/
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At its most basic, Google Drive can be used the same as any office software suite installed on a 

computer. All your folders and files can be seen in the center column. They can also be searched 

in the search bar just above. Searches will look for text within the document, as well as the title and 

contributors.  

To create a new file click on the Create button on the left. A 

dropdown menu will open with a variety of choices for a new docu-

ment. Options include new Folder, Document, Presentation, 

Spreadsheet, Form, Drawing or more apps. These office programs 

are very similar to Microsoft office; however ,they do have some 

limitations with formatting, options, etc. To upload an existing doc-

ument into Google Drive press the button with the up arrow next to 

the Create button. What makes Google Drive more useful in the 

distance education classroom is the collaborative aspect of it. Doc-

uments can easily be created, uploaded and shared with everyone 

in the class if desired. Editing permissions can be granted or re-

moved from specific people. Edits are tracked by Google Drive 
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and students can look at previous revisions to compare the changes. This means that these are all 

potentially living documents that can change within the length of a semester course, or even be-

yond to encourage the learning to continue after a class is finished. This can also improve the co-

hort feeling of a distance class because everyone is contributing to the same work and thus stu-

dents are responsible for working well together to produce quality work.   

To view the specific details of a document, check the small box to the left of the desired document 

and click the details button at the top of the right menu. You will see a thumbnail image of the doc-

ument and at the bottom of 

the right menu you can 

see who has editing per-

missions for this docu-

ment. If you click on Activi-

ty at the top of the right 

menu, you will see who 

has made revisions and 

the option to view or even 

revert to older versions.  

 

To change the settings, permissions or invite others to edit or view a docu-

ment, press the small pencil icon in the desired section. Pressing this will 

open an window with more options including sharing options which will limit 

or expand the amount of people able to view and/or edit your document.  

Drawbacks to using Google Drive in Alaska: 

There really aren’t any drawbacks to using Google Drive in Alaska. All Uni-

versity of Alaska students have a UA Webmail account connected to 

Google Drive. As long as they have a computing device, internet connec-

tion,  and are capable of checking their email, students should have no  is-

sues using Google Drive. It is very straightforward and similar to many oth-

er word processing and office programs.  
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Online Resources: 

http://www.gcflearnfree.org/googledriveanddocs 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1k7yKKGZkmdDm3ouCecueIjlY7iKITYnCLo41AQgrU74/

edit#slide=id.g1ed39be7_2_782 

http://googleenterprise.blogspot.com/2013/10/us-army-to-cut-costs-improve.html 

http://www.academia.edu/3123159/

Using_Google_Drive_to_facilitate_a_blended_approach_to_authentic_learning 

 

Support: 

https://support.google.com/drive/?hl=en#topic=14940 

https://productforums.google.com/forum/#!forum/drive 

http://googledrive.blogspot.com/ 

http://www.gcflearnfree.org/googledriveanddocs
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1k7yKKGZkmdDm3ouCecueIjlY7iKITYnCLo41AQgrU74/edit#slide=id.g1ed39be7_2_782
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1k7yKKGZkmdDm3ouCecueIjlY7iKITYnCLo41AQgrU74/edit#slide=id.g1ed39be7_2_782
http://googleenterprise.blogspot.com/2013/10/us-army-to-cut-costs-improve.html
http://www.academia.edu/3123159/Using_Google_Drive_to_facilitate_a_blended_approach_to_authentic_learning
http://www.academia.edu/3123159/Using_Google_Drive_to_facilitate_a_blended_approach_to_authentic_learning
https://support.google.com/drive/?hl=en#topic=14940
https://productforums.google.com/forum/#!forum/drive
http://googledrive.blogspot.com/
atomic.alaska.edu
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What it is: 

Facebook is by far the largest social media system 

in the world. Social media is basically made up 

from entertainment, news and information posted by those in your social network (network of 

friends and associates linked together). Social media depends on users allowing personal priva-

cies to be reduced so that those in the connected network can learn more about each other. Face-

book, as well as other social media systems, can be very useful in the field of education because it 

affords users the ability to connect in real time through a variety of methods including text/video/

audio chat, sharing of online resources, and the ability to upload videos, photos, documents, etc. 

Facebook has over 1 Billion active users each month, so it is likely that students are already famil-

iar with the website and will feel comfortable meeting and contributing in that kind of setting. 

 

Helpful tools: 

Adobe Flash Plug-in  

 

Access: 

Facebook can be accessed by setting up an account and logging in at Facebook.com. There are a 

variety of ways that an account can be set up aside from an individual/personal page, including 

setting up pages that represent groups, businesses, departments, schools, classes, etc.  

To set up a special page for a class, press the Create a Page link underneath the Sign Up button.  

You will be given several choices for the setup of a page. Each option gives you slightly different 

choices regarding accessibility and outreach by you and others wanting to connect with you. It is 

recommended that you choose the option that most closely fits your situation. For a class you 

atomic.alaska.edu
http://facebook.com/
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could choose either an organi-

zation or a community, for a 

school you could choose a 

place or an institution, etc.   

In order to sign up for any of 

these options, you must first 

have a personal account set up. 

This personal account will not 

be visible to anyone else ac-

cessing the site and will not be 

shared. This requirement only ensures that real people are setting up these pages and not a com-

puter program.  

After you name your entry and press create, a new window 

will open in which you will be asked to input information about 

your group. This is where you can edit the Facebook address 

for your page to make it easier to share. You can also add 

links to websites or blogs and make this the official site for the 

class or event. 

Continue through the setup 

process following the direc-

tions. If you are interested in 

promoting this site with paid 

advertisements, that is also an 

option; however, for most clas-

ses it is recommended to skip 

this page.  

Once your page has been cre-

ated, Facebook will take you to 
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the Admin Panel. This 

might look different to 

normal users of Face-

book. Once there are 

some page “Likes” 

and comments, this 

panel will be more 

useful. The analytics 

function turns on after 

30 other users “Like” 

the page. 

The Admin Panel is 

also a good place to 

find and invite users 

(students or group 

members) to join the 

page. When they do 

they will receive up-

dates and notifications posted to it.   

 

To log into or out of your group 

page, or to switch to your personal 

page, you can click on the small 

gear icon in the upper right of the 

screen. The dropdown menu will 

give you the option to use Face-

book as all of the users you are set 

up as. You can also log out of all of 

them in this menu. 
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Drawbacks to using Facebook in Alaska: 

There are very few drawbacks to using Facebook in Alaska. With over 1 billion users, it is likely 

that students already have accounts or are at least familiar with how to use it. There are probably 

some features that  are not familiar, though students should feel comfortable  learning and using 

them. If the students or instructor do not already have Facebook, it is not difficult to set up  or learn 

how to use an account.  

 

Online Resources: 

http://www.gcflearnfree.org/facebook101?search=facebook 

http://www.wikihow.com/Teach-a-Class-Using-Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/FBforEducators 

http://fbhost.promotw.com/fbpages/img/safety_resources/ffeclg.pdf 

http://www.geteducated.com/elearning-education-blog/5-best-practices-in-distance-learning-

improve-online-student-success/ 

http://jolt.merlot.org/vol8no4/tung_1212.htm 

 

Support: 

https://www.facebook.com/help/ 

http://www.sitepoint.com/forums/showthread.php?667851-Facebook-support-forum 

 

 

http://www.gcflearnfree.org/facebook101?search=facebook
http://www.wikihow.com/Teach-a-Class-Using-Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/FBforEducators
http://fbhost.promotw.com/fbpages/img/safety_resources/ffeclg.pdf
http://www.geteducated.com/elearning-education-blog/5-best-practices-in-distance-learning-improve-online-student-success/
http://www.geteducated.com/elearning-education-blog/5-best-practices-in-distance-learning-improve-online-student-success/
http://jolt.merlot.org/vol8no4/tung_1212.htm
https://www.facebook.com/help/
http://www.sitepoint.com/forums/showthread.php?667851-Facebook-support-forum
atomic.alaska.edu
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Conclusion: 

The tools and technologies discussed in this handbook have been proven successful 

in many distance classrooms. While some may not necessarily be considered “new” 

or “innovative” they are still useful for transferring learning through a variety of media.  

The purpose of focusing on these technologies was not to promote one company over 

another; instead, it was to show how a technology can be used effectively in the class-

room.  

It is likely, in the future, that other companies will innovate, create new technologies 

and the current ones will evolve. This is the nature of the digital age. Just a few years 

ago, it was unimaginable that we would have stable enough internet and mobile infra-

structure in rural Alaska to allow students to attend distance classes entirely online. 

Fortunately, this is no longer the case. However, we do still have to consider those 

students who don’t have access to the computing devices or costly internet subscrip-

tions. I believe the state’s rural residents will , in time, fully adopt mobile communica-

tions technologies as they did landline technologies (including the telephone, modem, 

and fax).  

Furthermore, many private, state and foreign universities are now offering accredited 

fully distance-delivered degrees. This means Alaskans will no longer depend on the 

University of Alaska  as their primary source for a postsecondary education. As in-

structors at the University of Alaska Fairbanks, I believe it is important to use technol-

ogies that will enhance our relations to the rural students and use the best methods 

that serve their needs.  Our advantage here at UAF is our cultural and community un-

derstanding, our proximity, and our ability to work personally with students to deliver 

the best education possible. I hope this manual will assist you in these efforts. 
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